
Moore Group  August 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

moore group – archaeological & environmental services – mooregroup.ie 

 

 

Cultural Heritage Impact 

Assessment for Coolquay Strategic 

Housing Development, Fingal, 

County Dublin 

 

 

 

Prepared for CWPA 

 

by William Anderson 

 

 

Moore Archaeological & Environmental Services Limited. T/A Moore Group 

Registered in the Republic of Ireland - Registration Number: 341912 

Registered Address: 3 Gort na Rí, Athenry, Co. Galway, Ireland 

Phone: +353 (0)91 765640 

Web: www.mooregroup.ie 

http://www.mooregroup.ie/


Moore Group  August 2022 

21026 Coolquay Strategic Housing Development  Page i 

Moore Group Project Manager: William Anderson 

Revision History 

Revision Reference  Date Issued Issued To 

21026 Coolquay Housing Development  April 2021 Client for review 

21026 Coolquay Housing Development RevA  3rd September 2021 Client Comments 

21026 Coolquay Housing Development RevB  16th December 2021 Revised Layout 

21026 Coolquay Housing Development RevC 12th August 2022 Client 

 

 

Contract 

This report describes work commissioned by CWPA 

Report prepared by William Anderson & Declan Moore 

Mapping/GIS by Nigel Malcolm    

Report reviewed and updated by Declan Moore 

 

 

Purpose 

This report describes the results of a cultural heritage desktop and walkover assessment of a 

proposed housing development in Coolquay, County Dublin. The results, conclusions and 

recommendations contained within this report are based on information available at the time 

of its preparation. Whilst every effort has been made to ensure that all relevant data has been 

collated, the author and Moore Group accept no responsibility for omissions and/or 

inconsistencies that may result from information becoming available after the reports 

completion. Moore Group accepts no responsibility or liability for any use that is made of this 

document other than by the Client for the purposes for which it was originally commissioned 

and prepared. 

 

Filename: 21026 Coolquay development CH Assessment RevC 



Moore Group  August 2022 

21026 Coolquay Strategic Housing Development  Page ii 

Non-Technical Summary 

MOORE GROUP was commissioned by CWPA to prepare a cultural heritage assessment addressing the 

potential impact of a proposed development in Coolquay in Fingal County Council area in the northwest 

of County Dublin. The assessment is part of a Strategic Housing Development application for a 

development that involves constructing housing and associated infrastructure on a mostly greenfield site 

of agricultural land.  

This study aims to assess the baseline archaeological, architectural, and cultural heritage environment to 

evaluate the potential or likely impacts that the proposed development will have on this environment 

and, where appropriate, to suggest mitigation measures to ameliorate potential impacts. Following on 

from this, the residual impact that the proposed development will have on the cultural heritage 

environment is identified and evaluated. 

The project area for the proposed development is located on the north and south of the R130 road to 

the east of its junction with the R135. Most of the project area is within Coolquay Common townland, with 

sections extending into Coolquay, Coolatrath East and Kilcoskan townlands. Historical maps indicate that 

the area has been used as arable pasture since the mid-17th century, and much of the land within the 

project area is still formed by agricultural land.  

There are no recorded archaeological monuments located within the project area or in its immediate 

surroundings. The nearest monuments listed on the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) is Dunmucky 

Fort (DU011-008), a ringfort-rath, located 440m west of the northern part of the project area. There are a 

further 33 RMP sites recorded within 2km of the project area, mostly dating to the medieval and post-

medieval periods. These include a cluster of eight sites at Kilsallaghan, among them a church, graveyard, 

and castle, almost 2km to the northwest. Kilsallaghan was the site of a major battle in 1642 and this 

battlefield is also listed on the RMP (DU011-100). Excavations in the surroundings of Coolquay have 

uncovered archaeological features including Neolithic and early medieval enclosures at Thorntown and 

a fulacht fiadh at Ward Upper (DU011-092).  

There are no sites of architectural significance listed on Fingal County Council’s Record of Protected 

Structures (RPS) or the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) within or adjoining the project 

area. There are four RPS sites in the vicinity (within 1km of the project area) of which one (Corrstown 

House) is also listed on the NIAH. The review of historical maps and site inspection identified historic 

buildings within and beside the study area which are standing but do not have any statutory listing and 

can be regarded as vernacular heritage features.  

An inspection of the project area noted that most of the land is formed by flat fields planted with row 

crops and bounded by hedgerows and ditches. No potential archaeological features were identified 

within the project area from analysis of aerial photography and historic mapping or field survey; one 

possible lithic artefact, a piece of flaked flint, was found on the surface in the northeast of the project 

area. The project area is assessed to have low to moderate archaeological potential and there is 

potential for the proposed development to impact on previously unrecorded archaeological sites.  

A preliminary assessment completed by Moore Group recommended that geophysical survey of the 

subject site be carried out. Geophysical survey was completed by Target Geophysics in April 2021. The 
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results suggest ‘that few features of archaeological significance are contained within the site boundary. 

No definitive responses of archaeological character have been recorded. In general, the results from 

M1-M7 highlight an abundance of modern ferrous debris throughout each survey location, with 

responses from former cultivation and former field boundaries also evident. Responses of potential 

interest have, however, been identified in the eastern/south-eastern portion of the site, in M7. These 

comprise of 1 rectangular pattern of small-scale positives and adjacent linear/rectilinear trends to the 

NE, and several poorly defined linears/trends to the SE. The magnetic signature of these responses is 

extremely limited and their precise origin, therefore, remains unclear. It is suggested that these anomalies 

be targeted for further invasive examination by archaeological testing to determine their exact origin.’ 

It is recommended that a programme of general archaeological testing of the subject site, and targeted 

archaeological testing of geophysical anomalies, be carried out prior to the development proceeding 

to identify any potential unrecorded archaeological features. The archaeological mitigation measures 

should be carried out by a suitably qualified archaeologist under licence from the DHLGH.  

The current policy of the Minister of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH) is that 

preservation in situ of archaeological sites is the preferred option. Where preservation in situ cannot be 

achieved, then a programme of full archaeological excavation will be implemented of the portion of 

the site directly affected in consultation with the National Monuments Service of the DHLGH. 

The above recommendations are subject to the approval of the National Monuments Service 

(Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage) and Fingal County Council’s 

Conservation/Heritage Officer.  
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1 Introduction 

MOORE GROUP was commissioned by CWPA to prepare a cultural heritage assessment addressing the 

potential impact of a proposed housing development at Coolquay in the northwest of County Dublin 

(Figure 1). The site covers an area of mainly agricultural land with some existing residential plots and is 

located to the north and south sides of the R130 road to the east of its junction with the R135, in Coolquay 

Common and adjacent townlands. The area consists mostly of arable fields and crosses several property 

boundaries; most of the area is bounded by existing field divisions including hedgerows. The assessment 

considers the potential impact of the development on archaeological, architectural, and cultural 

heritage and proposes mitigation measures.  

 

Figure 1  Ordnance Survey Discovery map with location of the project area circled ©OSI 

1.1 Scope of Work 

This study aims to assess the baseline archaeological, architectural, and cultural heritage environment 

(hereafter referred to as cultural heritage environment or cultural heritage resource), to evaluate the 

potential or likely impacts that the proposed development will have on this environment and, where 

appropriate, to suggest mitigation measures to ameliorate potential impacts, in accordance with the 

policies of: 

• Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. 

• The National Monuments Acts as amended. 

• Fingal County Council Development Plan 2017-2023; and 

• Best practice guidelines. 
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Following on from this, the residual impact that the proposed scheme will have on the baseline 

environment is identified and evaluated. 

For the purposes of this report the definition of “cultural heritage” is taken broadly from the UNESCO 

Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, 1972, which considers 

the following to be “cultural heritage”:  

• Tangible cultural heritage. 

• movable cultural heritage (artefacts). 

• immovable cultural heritage (monuments, archaeological sites, etc). 

• underwater cultural heritage (shipwrecks, underwater ruins, and cities); and 

• Intangible cultural heritage (oral traditions, folklore etc). 

This impact assessment addresses Cultural Heritage under the two headings of archaeology and 

architectural/built heritage. 

1.2 Methodology 

The methodology used in the preparation of this assessment is broadly based on guidelines prepared by 

ICOMOS (2001) for the Heritage Council titled Archaeology and Development: Guidelines for Good 

Practice for Developers. The also takes account of other guidelines such as the National Roads Authority’s 

(NRA) Guidelines for the Assessment of Archaeological Heritage Impacts on National Road Schemes 

(NRA 2005a), and Guidelines for the Assessment of Architectural Heritage Impacts on National Road 

Schemes (NRA 2005b). The specific method used for this assessment entailed background research, GIS 

analysis and an inspection of the project area.  

1.2.1 Desktop Assessment 

The desktop assessment was undertaken by William Anderson (BA Hons, MA, PhD).  

All known cultural heritage sites were reviewed on the Archaeological Survey of Ireland (ASI) along with 

aerial photography and Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSI) mapping. Sites mapped included the following: 

• UNESCO World Heritage Sites including the tentative list of candidate sites; 

• National Monuments be they in the ownership or guardianship of the State, in the ownership of 

a local authority or monuments under preservation orders. 

• Record of Monuments & Places (RMP) and Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) from 

www.archaeology.ie. 

• Records of Protected Structures from Fingal County Council. 

• National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) for Co. Dublin; and 

• Demesnes Landscapes and Historic Gardens indicated on the OSI First Edition Mapping. 

All townlands located within 2km of the proposed development site were listed and crossed referenced 

with: 

• National Monuments, a list for Co. Dublin available from www.archaeology.ie. 

• Preservation Orders, a list available from the National Monuments Service; and 
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• Lists contained in the Report of the Commissioners or Church Temporalities of Ireland (1879) which 

contain lists of Churches, School Houses and Graveyards that were vested in the Representative 

Church Body and the Burial Boards under The Irish Church Act 1869. These sites which have the 

potential to be in the ownership of the Local Authorities were highlighted as potential National 

Monuments. 

The Fingal County Council Development Plan (2017-2023) was reviewed to obtain a comprehensive 

understanding of the Council’s heritage policies and objectives regarding archaeology and 

architecture. This evaluation was carried out with due regard to these policies (detailed in section 1.4) 

and other relevant information contained within the plan.  

To assess the potential impact of the proposal the following sources were also consulted or reviewed: 

• Excavations Bulletin. 

• Topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland. 

• Cartographic Sources. 

• Toponyms. 

• Aerial photographs. 

• Published archaeological inventories; and 

• Documentary and published sources. 

1.3 Terms and Definitions 

Cultural Heritage 

The phrase ‘cultural heritage’ is a generic term used to identify a multitude of cultural, archaeological, 

and architectural sites and monuments. The term ‘cultural heritage’, in Environmental Impact Statement 

compliance with Section 2(1) of the Heritage Act (1995), is used throughout this report in relation to 

archaeological objects, features, monuments and landscapes as well as all structures and buildings 

which are considered to have historical, archaeological, artistic, engineering, scientific, social, or 

technical significance/merit.  

Record of Monuments and Places 

A feature recorded in the ‘Record of Monuments and Places’ (RMP) refers to a recorded archaeological 

site that is granted statutory protection under the National Monuments Act 1930-2004. The RMP is the 

most widely applying provision of the National Monuments Acts. It comprises a list of recorded 

monuments and places (resulting from the Archaeological Survey of Ireland [ASI]) and accompanying 

maps on which such monuments and places are shown for each county. The information contained 

within the RMP is derived from the earlier non-statutory Sites and Monuments Record (SMR). However, 

some entries were not transferred to the statutory record as they refer to features that on inspection by 

the Archaeological Survey were found not to merit inclusion in that record or could not be located with 

sufficient accuracy to be included.  Such sites however remain part of the SMR.  The record is a dynamic 

one and is updated to take account of on-going research.   

When reference is made to the distance between an RMP and the proposed development site, this 

relates to the minimal distance separating the site from the known edge of the RMP. Where the edge of 
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the RMP is not precisely known, the distance relates to that which separates the site from the boundary 

of the RMP zone of archaeological potential as represented on the respective RMP map; where this is 

applied, it is stated accordingly.  

Sites and Monuments Record 

The Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) is an inventory of the known archaeological monuments in the 

State. There are more than 150,800 records in the database and over 138,800 of these relate to 

archaeological monuments. 

An ‘area of archaeological potential’ refers to an area of ground that is deemed to constitute one where 

archaeological sites, features or objects may be present in consequence of location, association with 

identified/recorded archaeological sites and/or identifiable characteristics. 

Register of Historic Monuments Section 5 of the 1987 National Monuments Act states that the Minister is 

required to establish and maintain a Register of Historic Monuments. Historic monuments and 

archaeological areas present on the register are afforded statutory protection under the 1987 Act.  Any 

interference with sites recorded in the Register without the permission of the Minister is illegal, and two 

months’ notice in writing is required prior to any work being undertaken on or in the vicinity of a registered 

monument.  This list was largely replaced by the Record of Monuments and Places following the 1994 

Amendment Act.  

1.4 Fingal County Council Development Plan 2017-2023 

The relevant policies and objectives for archaeological, architectural, and cultural heritage 

management for Fingal County Council were reviewed. These policies and objectives are outlined in 

Chapter 10 of the Development Plan under the title ‘Cultural Heritage’. Of relevance for the present 

project are objectives CH05-CH11 under the title ‘Development and the Archaeological Resource’ 

(p.347) which are as follows:  

Archaeology is a non-renewable resource in that once an archaeological feature or site is 

excavated or removed it is gone forever from the landscape. Therefore, any proposed 

development should consider the potential impact on archaeology in the very earliest stages and 

seek to avoid affecting archaeological features or sites and their setting. This includes development 

along or in Fingal’s rivers, coastline, and tidal estuaries. Currently 40% of the recorded 

archaeological sites within Fingal are sub-surface. Therefore, any development has the potential 

to uncover previously unknown archaeological sites. 

Objective CH05 

Ensure archaeological remains are identified and fully considered at the very earliest stages of the 

development process, that schemes are designed to avoid impacting on the archaeological 

heritage. 

Objective CH06 

Require that proposals for linear development over one kilometre in length; proposals for 

development involving ground clearance of more than half a hectare; or developments in 

proximity to areas with a density of known archaeological monuments and history of discovery; to 
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include an Archaeological Impact Assessment and refer such applications to the relevant 

Prescribed Bodies. 

Objective CH07 

Ensure that development within the vicinity of a Recorded Monument or Zone of Archaeological 

Notification does not seriously detract from the setting of the feature and is sited and designed 

appropriately. 

Objective CH08 

Develop a policy in relation to the treatment of archaeological monuments within open space of 

developments. A different designation from that of open space will be applied where subsurface 

archaeological remains are incorporated to differentiate the area. 

Objective CH09 

Recognise the importance of archaeology or historic landscapes and the connectivity between 

sites, where it exists, to safeguard them from developments that would unduly sever or disrupt the 

relationship and/or inter-visibility between sites. 

Objective CH10 

Co-operate with other agencies in the assessment of the potential for climate change to impact 

on coastal, riverine, inter-tidal and sub-tidal sites and their environments including shipwreck sites. 

Objective CH11 

Encourage reference to or incorporation of significant archaeological finds into development 

schemes, where appropriate and sensitively designed, through layout, displays, signage, plaques, 

information panels and by using historic place names and the Irish language where appropriate 

1.5 Description of Project 

The proposed SHD application consists of 173 no. detached, semi-detached and terrace residential units 

together with the provision of a retail and commercial units, a childcare facility, a Community Centre, 

vehicle and cycle parking and all associated site development works.   
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Figure 2  Proposed site layout.  
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2 Existing Environment 

2.1 Location Details 

The proposed development site is in Coolquay in Fingal County Council area in the northwest of County 

Dublin, approximately 7.8km west of Swords (Figure 1). The land is located north and south of the R130, 

east of its junction with the R135 North Road. The Ward River runs west to east approximately 750m south 

of the project area, and a tributary to the north of this river, Fleenstown Great stream, flows through the 

project area. Most of the land is currently agricultural with some existing houses, farm buildings and 

industrial properties. Details on the project area’s location are given in Table 1.  

Table 1 Project area location details 

County  Dublin 

Civil Parish, Barony Kilsallaghan, Nethercross 

Street  R130 

Townlands Coolquoy, Coolquoy Common, Coolatrath East, Kilcoskan 

OS sheet number  DN011 

Archaeological monuments 

(RMP/SMR) 

None within the project area; nearest recorded 

monument is Dunmucky Fort (DU011-008) 

Architectural sites (RPS) None within the project area 

Grid coordinates (ITM) Centred on E 709900, N 746740 

2.2 Archaeological, Architectural and Historical Background 

2.2.1 Coolquay 

Prehistoric settlement in the Fingal area is represented by a variety of funerary monuments such as cist 

tombs and barrows and occupation sites, indicated by features such as domestic buildings and burnt 

mounds or fulachtaí fia. Though there are few prehistoric monuments recorded in the immediate vicinity 

of the project area, Neolithic features and artefacts have been recorded at Thorntown 2km to the 

northeast, where samples from excavated fills returned radiocarbon dates of 2880–2580 BC, and a Late 

Bronze Age fulacht fia was excavated along the route of the N2 Finglas-Ashbourne Road scheme, in 

Ward Upper townland, 1km to the southwest. The most significant prehistoric site recorded and 

excavated as part of the N2 road scheme was a Neolithic (3200–2800 BC) henge or ritual enclosure at 

Kilshane, 3.7km to the south of Coolquay (FitzGerald 2006). In the wider region there are several important 

prehistoric sites, especially along and close to the coastline. At Feltrim Hill in the Malahide area, 10.5km 

east of the project area, excavations in the mid-20th century recovered extensive Neolithic pottery and 

lithic deposits. Among the most significant prehistoric sites in the north of County Dublin is Knockbrack, 
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the location of a hillfort and tumuli dated to the Late Bronze-Iron Age, which is 14km to the northeast of 

the project area,  

The early Church in Fingal has links with Wales, and it is suggested that the Church of Kilsallaghan was 

dedicated to St. David. The origins of the church are obscure, and what stood during the later medieval 

period was in disrepair by the 17th century. The church which stands at Kilsallaghan today was built in 

the early 19th century by the Board of First Fruits, near the site of the former church. ‘[The] earlier church 

appears to have fallen into disrepair between 1615 and 1630 (Lewis 1837, Vol. ii, 109; Walsh 1888, 37, 178, 

204, 239). A small fragment of wall-footing which may be from the earlier church can be found to the 

south of the church.’ (Fingal Historic Graveyards Project Volume 2) 

With the arrival of Anglo-Normans in the later 12th century, the church and parish of Kilsallaghan came 

under the control of new religious and secular leaders. As part of the distribution of parishes, tithes, and 

lands to Norman ecclesiastical foundations, Kilsallaghan parish was granted to the Abbey of St Thomas 

the Martyr in 1202 (O’Brien (2017). The region had come under the control of Norman forces with the 

arrival of Richard de Clare, Earl of Pembroke, also known as Strongbow, in 1170. Richard De la Field, one 

of Strongbow’s followers, was granted Kilsallaghan after 1177, and he rented the land into the first years 

of the 13th century from King John. Under King Henry III, from 1220, land of Chapelizod and Kilsallaghan 

were granted to Thomas Fitz Adam for a yearly farm of £10 payable to the Dublin Exchequer. The 

complex history of land ownership at Kilsallaghan and the case of Nicolas de la Feld, are detailed by 

O’Brien (2017).   

In the ‘Account of the Dioces of Dublin drawn up by Archbishop Bulkeley, and presented to the Privy 

Council of Ireland, June 1, 1630’, the entry on Kilsallaghan reads as follows: ‘The church is out of all repair 

and ornaments. There are but two in that parish that come to church. There is mass said in the house of 

Mr Peter Hoare, or Kilsalchan, who keeps away the glebe land from the vicar; but the priest’s name is not 

certified. The great tithes are impropriate and held by Mr Bise of Dublin, and Mr Conran, of Maynstown. 

Mr R. Worrall, M.A., and preacher, is vicar there; his means are about £20 per annum’ (Walsh 1888: 214) 

A significant battle of the Confederate War took place 2km to the northwest of the project area, in the 

vicinity of Kilsallaghan castle, in 1642. The battlefield is recorded with an RMP/SMR entry (DU011-100). The 

description is as follows: ‘The Battle of Kilsallaghan was fought in 1642 between c. 2,000-3000 Insurgents 

led by Colonel Hugh Byrne and Government forces, approximately 2,800 strong under the command of 

the Earl of Ormond. Most of the fighting took place in the immediate vicinity of Kilsallaghan Castle and 

the neighbouring churchyard of St. David's (Clinton 2005, 58-59).’  

In the aftermath of the battle, the castle was confiscated from its owner, Mr Hore, and his family were 

expelled to Connaught on Cromwell’s orders, at which news Mrs Hore killed herself, and her burial place 

became known as ‘Molly Hore’s Cross’ (Walsh 1888: 151-152). The whole district was said to have been 

devastated and depopulated in the 17th century, reportedly leading to a flourishing of wolves.   

The Down survey was produced in the years following the battle of Kilsallaghan, and though the relevant 

entry notes the castle around which the battle took place, it makes no mention of the battle. ‘The Parrish 

of Kilsoghan’, reads the entry for land where the project area is situated, ‘Is bounded on the North with 

the Barony of Ballruddery on the South with the Parish of Ward on the East with the Barronyes of Cowlocke 

and Nethercrofse and on the West with the Barronyes of Ratooth and Dunboyne in ye County of Meath. 
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The Soyle is Arrable and Pasture, and it Containes the Ensueing Townelands – viz Stradbally Cowisetowne 

Ballyhacke Killcoskan Cullotrath Shallon Killmackree Knightsfield Killsoghan Dunmuske Quilquin. There is at 

Killsoghan a Castle parte Habytable with an Orcharct and two farme houses and the Walls of an Old 

Church. In Kilcosgan one house and many Cabbins. In Stradbally one house and some Cabbins in Shalton 

Another house’.  

As shown on historic maps, in the early 19th century, Coolquay was a sparsely populated, agricultural 

area. Griffiths’ Valuation (1847-1864) lists 30 individuals leasing properties in Coolquoy Common townland 

as well as the constabulary leasing the Police Barracks and the Petty Sessions House, which were both 

leased from Patrick Moncks. The total net annual value of land leased in Coolquoy Common was £223 

4s. The 1901 census names 60 residents of Coolquoy Common and the 1911 census names 57 residents. 

2.3 Archaeological Heritage 

2.3.1 World Heritage Sites 

Although not formally recognised in Irish legislation, impacts on World Heritage sites will nonetheless be a 

material consideration for developments in their wider vicinity. There are no World Heritage sites, or sites 

on the tentative list for World Heritage listing, in the vicinity of the proposed development. The nearest 

World Heritage site is Brú na Bóinne, 27km to the north. The Historic City of Dublin, approximately 13km 

southeast of the project area, is on the Tentative List for World Heritage listing.  

2.3.2 National Monuments 

On a national level, the highest degree of protection granted to archaeological monuments are those 

afforded National Monument status, which are protected under the National Monuments Act of 1930 

and its various amendments. These are the pre-eminent archaeological sites in Ireland and fall into 

several categories including: 

• Sites that are in the ownership or guardianship of the State. 

• Monuments that are the subject of Preservation Orders. 

• Monuments in the ownership of a local authority; and 

• Walled towns. 

There are no National Monuments in the vicinity of the project area. The nearest National Monument is 

Dunsoughly Castle (NM 230, DU014-005001-), 3.3km south-southwest of the area.  

2.3.3 Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) 

The legislation that affords protection to the archaeology of Ireland has seen several amendments since 

the first National Monuments Act of 1930 and there is a legacy of several different registers and 

associated terminology.  

The following sections contain information relative to the Register of Historic Monuments (RHM), the 

Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) and the Archaeological Survey Database (ASD). 

Archaeological monuments are general registered by the National Monuments Service using a Sites and 
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Monuments Record (SMR) number. Recorded cultural heritage sites in the surroundings of the project 

area are mapped in Figure 4. 

2.3.4 Archaeological Survey Database 

The most up-to-date record of archaeological monuments, the Archaeological Survey Database (ASD), 

is available at www.archaeology.ie. This record is continually revised and indicates several sites that do 

not feature in the RMP. The National Monuments Service also makes available SMR Zones of Notification 

on the website. 

The search of the ASD found records for 34 RMP sites within 2km of the project area. Details of the 

classification and location of these monuments are given in Table 2 and their locations are mapped in 

relation to the project area in Figure 4. 

There are no RMP sites within the project area; the nearest is Dunmucky Fort (DU011-008), located 440m 

west of the northern part of the project area, in Dunmucky townland. The next nearest monument to the 

area is an enclosure (ME051-014) which is 580m to the southwest, in Irishtown (County Meath). 

Descriptions of these two sites on the ASD are as follows:  

DU011-008---- 

Class: Ringfort – unclassified  Townland: DUNMUCKY 

Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes 

Description: This impressive, univallate ringfort is located in low-lying pasture along the boundary 

that separates county Dublin from county Meath. Its bank of earth and stone encloses a circular 

space, which is relatively clear of vegetation (int. diam.40m). The bank is best preserved along 

the N section of the site (Wth 5m; H 0.8m). There is a causewayed entrance in the NNE. The outer 

fosse is still very impressive but may have been recut. It is flat-bottomed and steep-sided (D 2.5m; 

Wth 3.8m). (Healy 1975, 23). Now located c.30m west of a new access road to the mooted 

Thornton Hall prison. Extensive drainage contiguous to east-west field boundary that extends from 

the south of the monument and as a ditch into neighbouring pasture lands. Ringfort Internally 

very overgrown with trees and brambles except for the eastern quadrant where there are 

massive badger? setts. 

ME051-014---- 

Class: Enclosure  Townland: IRISHTOWN (Dunboyne By.) 

Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes 

Description: An irregular shaped enclosure visible as a crop mark on an aerial photograph (SMR 

file; pers. comm. T. Condit). 

Most of the recorded sites in the surroundings of the project area are medieval or post-medieval in date. 

These include churches and graveyards at Castlefarm, Corrstown and Ward Lower as well as secular sites 

such as enclosures, field systems and castles. A notable cluster of eight sites comprises the church, castle, 
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and other monuments at Kilsallaghan, 2km northwest of the area, which was the location of a significant 

battle in 1642 (discussed above). Kilsallaghan battlefield is listed as a site on the RMP (DU011-100).  

Table 2 Recorded monuments (RMP/SMRs) within 1km of the project area 

SMR No Class Townland ITM (Easting, Northing) 

DU011-008---- Ringfort - unclassified Dunmucky 709488, 747613 

DU011-010---- Cross Kilsallaghan 711556, 748429 

DU011-011001- Church Castlefarm 711644, 748691 

DU011-011002- Graveyard Castlefarm 711647, 748705 

DU011-011003- Ecclesiastical enclosure Castlefarm 711669, 748678 

DU011-011004- Castle - tower house Castlefarm 711641, 748630 

DU011-011005- Field system Castlefarm 711726, 748612 

DU011-011006- Earthwork Castlefarm 711661, 748532 

DU011-020---- Castle - motte Corrstown 711837, 747097 

DU011-021---- Enclosure Newpark 711576, 746063 

DU011-022001- Church Corrstown 712208, 746386 

DU011-022002- Graveyard Corrstown 712214, 746387 

DU011-038---- Ritual site - holy well Ward Lower 709519, 744730 

DU011-039001- Church Ward Lower 709652, 744834 

DU011-039002- Graveyard Ward Lower 709652, 744825 

DU011-040---- Mound Shallon 711748, 745320 

DU011-056---- House - 16th/17th century Kilcoskan 711419, 747392 

DU011-068---- Castle - unclassified Ward Upper 710002, 745096 

DU011-076---- House - 18th/19th century Newpark 711009, 745599 

DU011-077---- Inn Newpark  710430, 744652 
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DU011-092---- Fulacht fia Ward Upper 709249, 745340 

DU011-094001- Enclosure Thorntown 711057, 748742 

DU011-094002- Ring-ditch Thorntown 711108, 748704 

DU011-094003- Enclosure Thorntown 710966, 748749 

DU011-100---- Battlefield Kilsallaghan, Castlefarm 711645, 748655 

DU011-129---- Enclosure Laurestown 712292, 746562 

DU011-141---- Enclosure Thorntown 710505, 749115 

DU011-156---- Enclosure Common 712145, 745847 

ME045-016---- Enclosure Ballaghaweary 708904, 749019 

ME045-023---- Enclosure Rath  709575, 748272 

ME045-055---- Enclosure Rath  709628, 748304 

ME045-056---- Field system Rath  709609, 748340 

ME045-057---- Enclosure Rath  710127, 749211 

ME051-014---- Enclosure Irishtown  709078, 746325 
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Figure 3  Archaeological sites in the vicinity of the subject site 

2.3.5 Topographical Files of the National Museum of Ireland 

The topographical files of the NMI identify all recorded finds held in the NMI archive that have been 

donated to the state in accordance with National Monuments legislation. The files sometimes include 

reports on excavations undertaken by NMI archaeologists in the early 20th century. Valuable information 

that can be gleaned might include the exact location, ground type, depth below ground level and 

condition when found, of each find. However, the amount and the usefulness of the information 

available on each find can vary considerably. The topographical files are listed by county and townland 

and/or street name.  

There is one NMI find plotted within 1km of the project area: the record is for a ‘Bronze Gaming Piece’ 

(NMI find reference number 1988:131), which is plotted 618m to the east of the project area. 

2.3.6 Previous Archaeological Fieldwork 

There has been little archaeological fieldwork previously conducted in the immediate surroundings of 

the project area, and no record of previous fieldwork within the project area itself. There are no records 
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of archaeological excavation within the four townlands crossed by the project area. However, slightly 

further away to the west and east there have been archaeological projects undertaken, especially in 

and around Kilsallaghan and Thorntown to the northeast and in Ward Lower, along the alignment of the 

N2 Finglas-Ashbourne Road, to the west. This fieldwork has included archaeological geophysics, testing 

and excavation, and has resulted in recording archaeological features that include a fulacht fiadh at 

Ward Lower and Neolithic and early medieval enclosures and a metalworking site at Thorntown.  

Archaeological investigation for the N2 development resulted in the recording and excavation of 20 

sites, the nearest to the present project area being a fulacht fia in Ward Upper (Site 7); to the north of 

here, a series of potential features in Newtown were found to be non-archaeological (Site 10); further to 

the south, excavated sites include an isolated prehistoric pit in Ward Upper (Site 6) and a small, multi-

phase cereal-drying kiln and metalworking site (Site 2) on a slight rise in the townland of Cherryhound 

(FitzGerald 2006).  

The search of the Excavations Bulletin for projects in the surroundings of the project area returned eight 

reports. These summary reports, published in the Excavations Bulletin, are as follows:  

2004:0657 - WARD LOWER, Dublin 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 03E1356 ext. 

Author: Holger Schweitzer, for CRDS Ltd, Unit 4, Dundrum Business Park, Dublin 14. 

Site type: Fulacht fiadh 

ITM: E 709556m, N 745265m 

The site (Site 7) of a fulacht fiadh was detected and excavated as part of the archaeological 

mitigation of the N2 Finglas-Ashbourne Road scheme (Appendix II). Excavation took place 

between 25 March and 2 April 2004. It was located within the townland of The Ward Lower, Co. 

Dublin, within a large arable field north of the R121 road and adjacent to the south of the Ward 

River. 

The removed topsoil consisted of dark loamy soil with occasional small and middle-sized stones. It 

varied in depth between 0.25m and 0.4m. The natural subsoil consisted of yellowish-brown silty clay. 

The excavation was carried out in an area covering in total 250m2. The archaeological features 

and deposits consisted of a single irregularly shaped spread of burnt-mound material immediately 

adjacent to the south of a tributary of the Ward River. Modern stream realignments and modern 

agricultural activity truncated the archaeological deposits. Beneath the burnt spread two troughs 

were discovered. While one was found fully intact, the second trough was truncated by modern 

stream alignment works. Two shallow pits containing burnt-mound material were also excavated 

as well as a small hearth with evidence for in situ burning. No archaeological finds were recovered 

during investigations at the site. 

2004:1307 - NEWTOWN, Meath 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 03E1330 ext. 
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Author: Cara Murray, Irish Archaeological Wetland Unit (IAWU), for Cultural Resource Development 

Services Ltd, Unit 8, Ashcourt, Ashbourne Industrial Estate, 

Site type: No archaeological significance 

ITM: E 708995m, N 747224m 

This excavation was undertaken as part of the archaeological mitigation in advance of the N2 

Finglas-Ashbourne Road scheme (Appendix II). Pre-development testing was carried out under this 

licence by David Bonner in 2003. This identified several possible archaeological features, Site 10 

(previously designated Testing Area 10), within the main route of the development. The licence 

was transferred to Cara Murray and these deposits were examined in early March 2004. 

This section of the development is located west of the existing N2. Examination of these possible 

features determined that they were not archaeologically significant but that they were agricultural 

and geological in origin, consisting of tree boles and field drains. 

2007:552 - Thorntown, Dublin 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: 48400 Licence number: 05E1355 

Author: Cia McConway, ADS Ltd, Windsor House, 11 Fairview Strand, Fairview, Dublin 3. 

Site type: Various: Prehistoric to medieval 

ITM: E 710416m, N 748494m 

A programme of testing was undertaken on behalf of the Irish Prison Service for the proposed new 

prison facility at Thornton Hall, in the townland of Thorntown, North County Dublin. The proposed 

development site consists of Thornton Hall itself and its associated 150 acres of farmland. The 

townland boundary of Thorntown and Kilsallaghan defines the eastern edge of the site, while R-

class roads (R130 on the west side) and modern dwellings define the remaining boundaries. 

Several non-intrusive surveys of the proposed project area were requested in order to assess the 

lands for sites of archaeological, architectural, historical or cultural heritage value. These surveys 

included a desktop study, a field inspection, and a geophysical survey. Only the geophysical 

survey produced information of archaeological interest. In addition to a number of small 

geophysical anomalies throughout the project area, several large features were detected by 

magnetometer survey. These consisted of three enclosures, a possible enclosure, a possible ring-

ditch, a likely modern curved anomaly and the remains of a laneway that had been evident on 

earlier edition OS maps. 

Testing of the site was conducted over a period of twenty weeks from 5 December 2005 to 28 April 

2006. Eight of the sites identified during the earlier geophysical survey were tested. In addition, one 

hundred 10m by 10m boxes were randomly set throughout the project area and excavated, while 

all ground investigation and landscaping works were monitored. 

Site 1 consisted of a large subrectangular enclosure situated on a natural ridge, with possible 

ancillary enclosures (perhaps animal corrals), which was serviced by drainage ditches running 

down either slope of the ridge. Radiocarbon dates from the main enclosure ditch and from two 
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ancillary ditches indicate a mid- to late 7th-century date for this site. The find of a lignite bracelet 

fragment within the ditch fill would seem to corroborate these dates. 

Various linear features identified in Site 2 appeared to be agricultural in origin (drains, plough 

furrows and lazy-beds), of both post-medieval and yet unknown date. 

Trench 1 of Site 3 was located downslope of the enclosure at Site 1 and revealed what appeared 

to be part of a drainage system, possibly serving the Site 1 enclosure. An early medieval date for 

these features may be corroborated by the recovery of pottery in the later deposits in this trench. 

Trench 2 revealed a pit and a series of linear features with evidence for metalworking in the form 

of slag within their fills. A radiocarbon date from the pit indicated a 9th-century infill date. 

Site 4 consisted of a large plectrum-shaped enclosure. Radiocarbon dates recovered from the 

ditches of the enclosure suggest a late 8th- to early 11th-century date for this site. This was possibly 

therefore an occupation site of early medieval date, though of a later date than the 

subrectangular enclosure at Site 1 to the north. 

Site 5 consisted of a circular-shaped enclosure formed from two ditches, with entrances at its east 

and west sides. The area enclosed measured c. 30m in diameter. One possible pit was identified 

within this enclosure towards the north side, while a group of possible pits were identified c. 11m to 

the south of the enclosure. An irregular-shaped linear anomaly was also identified running along 

the west side of the enclosure at a distance of 2–6m. This anomaly was broadly aligned from north 

to south but turned to the south-east towards its terminus, in the direction of the possible pit south 

of the enclosure. Radiocarbon dates recovered from the southern ditch of the circular enclosure 

produced a date range of 2880–2580 bc, while those recovered from the burnt area to its south 

have produced a date range of 2470–2220 bc. These dates place both the enclosure and the 

burnt area in the Late Neolithic to Early Bronze Age transitional period. Cord-impressed pottery and 

a stone axehead recovered from this burnt area support these dates. It would appear that the 

enclosure may be the remains of a ploughed-out ring-barrow; the burnt area to the south of the 

enclosure was tentatively identified as a cremation pyre and a possible cremation pit was 

identified in the interior; however, burnt bone recovered from its fills was identified as non-human 

(Laureen Buckley, pers. comm.). It is possible that cremation burials were inserted into the mound 

itself; if so, any such cremations would have been removed along with the mound material. 

A large L-shaped ditch was identified in Site 6, apparently the south-east corner of a large 

rectangular enclosure. Pottery recovered from the ditch fills was medieval, of probable 12th–14th-

century date; these finds, together with the morphology of the enclosure ditch and the 

geophysical testing results, would support the interpretation of the L-shaped ditch as representing 

the remains of a moated site of Anglo-Norman date. 

Testing revealed that geophysical anomalies identified in Sites 7 and 8 are of late post-medieval 

date and contained water pipes along their bases, suggesting an agricultural function. 

Archaeological investigations of Site 8 also uncovered an informal dirt track marked as ‘quarry 

road’ on early maps. 
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Of the one hundred 10m by 10m random boxes excavated, eighteen contained archaeological 

material of varying date. No archaeology was identified from any of the landscaping or 

engineering monitoring works undertaken at the site. 

2011:220 - THORNTON HALL, KILSALLAGHAN, Dublin 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: DU011-094003 Licence number: 05E1355 ext. 

Author: Eoin Halpin and Garrett Sheehan 

Site type: Early medieval 

ITM: E 710408m, N 747944m 

Excavations were carried out at Site 1, Thornton Hall, Dublin, between 13 February and 1 April 2011. 

This work was carried out on behalf of the Irish Prison Service in advance of the construction of a 

security barrier around the site of a proposed prison. A programme of pre-development 

investigations, including a geophysical survey and extensive test-trench excavations, was carried 

out by ADS Ltd in 2005 (Excavations 2005, no. 543, 05E1355) and 2006; this revealed six areas of 

extensive archaeological remains as well as a further eighteen areas of isolated archaeological 

features. Of these, only the northernmost area, Site 1, would be affected by the construction of this 

perimeter wall. The archaeological remains at this site were identified as consisting of a 

subrectangular enclosure of 7th–8th-century date. Measuring some 54m in length by 40m in width, 

it was centred on an east–west-running natural ridge, with a possible ancillary enclosure or 

stockade to the south and ditches running down the northern and southern slopes. While the 

easternmost side of the enclosure will not be disturbed, the possibility of preserving the remainder 

of the site in situ, the preferred option, had been fully explored but found impossible, given the 

constraints and specifications of the security wall, and therefore preservation by record was 

recommended. 

Topsoil-stripping of the site took place from 13 to 18 February 2011, followed by archaeological 

excavation from 21 February to 1 April 2011. The excavation results revealed that the line of the 

subrectangular enclosure had been reinstated at least once, and also identified an entrance to 

the enclosure at its north-east corner and a possible earlier entrance at the south-west. Probable 

structural remains, in the form of wall slots, and associated evidence of occupation were identified 

within the main enclosure; this evidence included a cobbled pathway leading from the entrance 

to the enclosure interior, a hearth, a drainage gully and two possible cisterns, as well as artefactual 

evidence including bone pins, a lignite bracelet fragment, a millstone and a large quantity of 

animal bone fragments. 

In addition, the existence of a southern ancillary enclosure was confirmed and nine probable kilns 

were identified, including one cluster situated at the base of the northern slope of the ridge. The 

kiln-type features in this northern group were quite large, with flue-like extensions running off to the 

north; the possibility that they were not grain-drying kilns but were related to industrial activity, 

perhaps metal-working, is being explored. Numerous features not previously identified during test 

excavations were also revealed and excavated, including one pit of possible prehistoric date. 
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2007:523 - Kilsallaghan, Dublin 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 07E0326 

Author: John O’Connor, Ballingoola, Grange, Co. Limerick. 

Site type: Testing 

ITM: E 711584m, N 748632m 

Testing was carried out on a proposed new access road, which will link the existing N2 to the 

proposed new development at Kilsallaghan, Fingal, Co. Dublin. There are no known monuments 

within the proposed route corridor. There is, however, a ringfort (DU011–008), ‘Dunmucky Fort’, 

located about 25m to the west of the edge of the route corridor. 

The proposed route corridor is a reduced single carriageway, 23.5m wide and about 2km in length. 

It will tie in to the N2 at Mayfield and head in a roughly northerly direction across open pasture 

fields. The route then crosses the existing R130 road on and into the proposed development site. 

The Meath/Dublin county boundary defines much of the western edge of the site and fields of 

pasture define the eastern boundaries. 

A number of non-intrusive surveys of the proposed development area were requested in order to 

assess the route for sites of archaeological, architectural or cultural heritage value. These surveys 

included a desktop study, a field inspection and a geophysical survey. The only features of 

significance were former field boundaries marked on the first-edition OS maps and detected by 

magnetometer survey. A curved anomaly was also detected, but this lay outside the proposed 

road-take area. 

Testing of the site was conducted over a five-week period from 1 to 31 August 2007. A centre 

trench, 1476m long, with 126 offset trenches was excavated. Three additional trenches were 

excavated in the vicinity of the curved anomaly. In addition, the excavation of engineering test-

pits was also monitored. 

The programme of testing uncovered evidence of two of the field boundaries marked on the OS 

maps, 32 field drains, seven agricultural furrows and modern dumping associated with agricultural 

activity. Testing of the anomaly resulted in the discovery of the three intercutting ditches of 

indeterminable date or function and one pit. 

2009:296 - CASTLEFARM, Dublin 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 09E0357 

Author: Rosanne Meenan, Roestown, Drumree, Co. Meath. 

Site type: Testing 

ITM: E 711726m, N 748612m 

The owners of the site applied to Fingal County Council for planning permission to construct a stable 

barn, lairage area, horse walker, sand arena, new gate and access road on their property at 
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Castlefarm, Kilsallaghan, Co. Dublin. An impact assessment, to include a detailed topographical 

survey, documentary research and test-trenches, was requested. 

A series of monuments, DU011–011001 to DU011–011008, lie to the west of the development, within 

the same field. The complex of monuments is classified as a deserted settlement. A large portion 

of the individual monuments date to the medieval period but it is possible that there may have 

been earlier settlement, as, for instance, related to the ecclesiastical enclosure which survives to 

the east and south of St David’s Church. A cluster of monuments such as this suggests that there 

had been a nucleated settlement here at least in the medieval and late medieval periods and it 

may have extended as far southwards as the crossroads, where ^fair green’ and ^site of cross’ are 

marked on mapping. 

Nine trenches were excavated to test the development site. No archaeological material was 

exposed in Trenches 1–5. A stone drain was exposed in Trench 6 at the bottom of the north–south 

channel and aligned in the same direction as the channel. The top of the drain was 0.5m below 

the sod layer here, at approximately the same level as the bottom of the stiff grey/brown boulder 

clay. The drain measured 0.3m wide by 0.4m deep and was cut into the underlying coarse dark-

grey gravel. It consisted of loose, angular stones thrown in with no apparent form or structure. A 

piece of red brick was exposed in the section face 0.3m above the top of the stone fill. There was 

no dating material within the stone fill of the drain. There was no evidence in the test-trenches to 

suggest that the channel may have represented a sunken way or road. An area of charcoal-

enriched soil was exposed at the north end of Trench 7. There were no structural features 

associated with this and no artefacts were recovered from the soil. A stone drain was found in 

Trench 8. Other features which might be associated with medieval activity such as hearths, field 

ditches or house remains were not observed. There was no indication of an outer ecclesiastical 

enclosure associated with the early medieval church site. A sherd of black-glazed ware and a 

sherd of unglazed red earthenware were the only artefacts recovered. 

2011:219 - KILSALLAGHAN, Dublin 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 11E0147 

Author: Rosanne Meenan 

Site type: Post-medieval–modern features 

ITM: E 711537m, N 748536m 

Two adjoining development sites, in one field, with separate planning reference numbers, are 

incorporated in this report on testing at Kilsallaghan, Co. Dublin. One licence covered the two 

developments. 

A Further Information request required an assessment in relation to the easternmost of the two sites 

on which it was proposed to construct a number of houses (F10A/0472). The westernmost site 

(F10A/0342) received planning permission for a horticultural nursery, and pre-development testing 

of the site was required. 
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Seventeen trenches tested the site proposed for the housing development and seven trenches 

tested the proposed horticultural nursery site. The natural stratigraphy was consistent throughout. 

The ploughsoil was a loamy clay, grey/brown in colour, with occasional stones; the subsoil was 

similar, although in places it tended to be a purer clay with fewer inclusions. 

In the housing site a band of charcoal-stained clay was exposed in Trench D, and in Trench K a 

spread of stone was exposed at 0.55m below the surface of the field. The only material recovered 

from these two features was 17th–19th-century pottery. 

In the nursery site there was evidence that clay had been brought in to raise up the level of the 

field in the north-east corner. A circular area of charcoal-enriched clay with occasional charcoal 

flecks was exposed in Trench 1. A stone spread was found in Trench 2; this was interpreted as the 

remains of a field fence, marked on historic mapping but no longer in evidence. 

Both sites were interpreted as having low archaeological significance but mitigation measures 

were recommended for both development sites. 

2017:502 - Kilsallaghan, Dublin 

Sites and Monuments Record No.: n/a Licence number: 17E0314 

Author: James McKee, IAC Ltd 

Site type: Burnt spreads, troughs, pits, gullies/ditches kiln 

ITM: E 711052m, N 748124m 

Testing was undertaken at Kilsallaghan, Co. Dublin in response to a request for further information 

(RFI) by Fingal County Council (Planning Ref.: FW16A/0562). It followed a previous desktop 

assessment report and a geophysical survey which was carried out as part of the RFI. 

The development area measures 42.58 ha and is very low impact as less than 2% of the site area 

will be disturbed by ground works. A total of 83 test trenches were excavated within the five fields 

of the proposed development. These were targeted at a range of subsurface anomalies identified 

in the geophysical survey. Most of the anomalies were found to be geological in origin; however, 

some proved to be archaeological in nature. These were contained within 17 of the trenches. The 

archaeological features consisted of burnt spreads, troughs, pits, gullies, ditches, cultivation 

furrows, a kiln and brick kiln. The features most likely date from the prehistoric through to the post-

medieval periods. A total of 10 Areas of Archaeology were identified. 

2.3.7 Geophysical Survey 

A preliminary assessment completed by Moore Group in April 2021 recommended that geophysical 

survey of the subject site be carried out. Subsequently geophysical survey was completed by Target 

Geophysics in April 2021. The results suggest ‘that few features of archaeological significance are 

contained within the site boundary. No definitive responses of archaeological character have been 

recorded. In general, the results from M1-M7 highlight an abundance of modern ferrous debris 

throughout each survey location, with responses from former cultivation and former field boundaries also 
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evident. Responses of potential interest have, however, been identified in the eastern/south-eastern 

portion of the site, in M7. These comprise of 1 rectangular pattern of small-scale positives and adjacent 

linear/rectilinear trends to the NE, and several poorly defined linears/trends to the SE. The magnetic 

signature of these responses is extremely limited and their precise origin, therefore, remains unclear. It is 

suggested that these anomalies be targeted for further invasive examination by archaeological testing 

to determine their exact origin.’ 

2.4 Architectural Heritage 

2.4.1 Architectural Conservation Areas (ACA) 

The Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, provides that all Development Plans must now 

include objectives for preserving the character of Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAs). An ACA is a 

place, area, group of structures or townscape of special architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, 

cultural, scientific, social, or technical interest, or which contribute to the appreciation of protected 

structures. In these areas, the protection of the architectural heritage is best achieved by controlling and 

guiding change on a wider scale than the individual structure, to retain the overall architectural or historic 

character of an area.  

Fingal County Council’s policy on ACAs is addressed in the Development Plan, Chapter 10 (pages 332-

333). There are no ACAs in the project area or its vicinity: nearest is at Rowlestown, approximately 3.8km 

to the northeast of the project area.  

2.4.2 Record of Protected Structures (RPS), National Inventory of Architectural 

Heritage (NIAH), Industrial and Vernacular Heritage 

The Planning and Development Act, 2000 (Part II, Section 10) places a statutory obligation on local 

authorities to include in their Development Plans objectives for the protection of structures, or parts of 

structures, which are of special interest. The principal mechanism for the protection of these structures is 

through their inclusion on the Record of Protected Structures (RPS). This list provides recognition of the 

structure’s importance, protection from adverse impacts and potential access to grant aid for 

conservation works. The RPS is an ongoing process and can be reviewed and added to. In considering 

additions to the RPS local authorities have recourse to the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage 

(NIAH) which provides a source of guidance on the significance of buildings in their respective areas.  

There are no RPS or NIAH sites within the project area. There are four RPS sites in the vicinity (within 1km of 

the project area). These are detailed in the Fingal Council Development Plan (Table 3) and their location 

is shown on accompanying maps (Figure 4). Of these four sites, only Corrstown House is listed on the NIAH 

(Reg. No. 11341001). The description and appraisal Corrstown House from the NIAH (Buildings of Ireland) 

web page, is reproduced below. 

The review of historic maps (below, section 2.5) identified historic buildings within and beside the study 

area which are standing but do not have any statutory listing, for example on the Fingal County RPS.  

A historic building stands at the junction of the R130 and R135. This building is standing but is currently 

disused. It is a two-storey, three bay detached building with gabled roof and chimneys at either end. On 



Moore Group  August 2022 

21026 Coolquay Strategic Housing Development  Page 22 

the First Edition map (1843), this building is labelled ‘Police Station and Petty Sessions Ho.’ And on the Third 

Edition map (1908) it is labelled ‘Constabulary Barrack’. On the Cassini map (1941) it is labelled ‘Ward 

Post Office’. The latest use of this building appears to have been as a grocer and newsagent (May’s 

Stores). The building has no listing on architectural or heritage lists, but it does have historic interest.  

A second named, historical building stands on the east side of the R130, outside the northern edge of the 

project area. This building is first shown on the Third Edition map (1908) as Kilcoskan School and is again 

labelled Kilcoskan School on the Cassini map (1941). 

Table 3  Architectural sites on the Fingal RPS in the vicinity of the project area   

RPS 

number 

Structure 

name 
Street address 

Description 

643 
Corrstown 

House 

Within grounds of Corrstown 

Golf Club, Corrstown Lane, 

Corrstown, St. Margaret's, Co. 

Dublin 

Late 18th or early 19th century house 

converted into apartments, located 

within grounds of Corrstown Golf Club 

658 Thorntown 

Lodge 

R130 Road, Dunmucky, 

Kilsallaghan, Co. Dublin 

18th or early 19th century house & 

outbuildings 

659 
Ringfort 

(Rath/Cashel) 

 Dunmucky, Kilsallaghan, Co. 

Dublin 

Archaeological site of impressive 

ringfort (c. 40m in diameter), 

surrounded by deep ditch 

784 Thorton Hall 
 R130 Road, Thorntown, 

Kilsallaghan, Co. Dublin 

19th century three-bay two-storey 

over basement house 

Corrstown House - Reg. No. 11341001 

Date: 1830 – 1850 Original Use: house In Use as: house 

Rating: Regional 

Description – Detached four-bay two-storey house, c.1850, with four-bay two-storey block, c.1800, 

attached to rear. Two-bay two-storey projecting extension, c.1875, to north east, with two-bay two-

storey block, c.1780, attached to rear. Farmyard to rear. Set in grounds of Corrstown Golf Course. 

ROOF: M-profile and double pitched slate roof with terracotta ridge tiles and nap rendered 

chimney stack with terracotta pots; cast-iron rainwater goods. WALLS: Rough cast rendered. 

OPENINGS: Square headed window; rendered reveals, stone cills, timber sash windows; timber 

panelled porch and door with margin light panes; timber panelled door to rear elevation. 



Moore Group  August 2022 

21026 Coolquay Strategic Housing Development  Page 23 

 

Figure 4  Detail from Fingal Development Plan Map 3 – Fingal Central 

2.4.3 Designed Landscapes/Demesnes, Historic Gardens & Country Estates 

The Architectural Section of the DAHG is in the process of a multi-phase study looking at Designed 

Landscapes and Historic Gardens that appear as shaded areas on the First Edition Ordnance Survey 

Maps.  ‘The objective of this survey is to begin a process of understanding of the extent of Ireland's historic 

gardens and designed landscape.  Sites were identified using the 1st edition Ordnance Survey maps.  

These were compared with current aerial photography to assess the level of survival and change.’ 

There are no historic gardens/designed landscapes shown on the First Edition map within the project 

area, though two small, shaded areas with stands of trees are in Coolquay, on either side of the North 

Road. This appears to be the same as that illustrated in Taylor’s 1816 map, discussed below (Figure 8). The 

nearest demesnes or grounds of large houses are associated with Corrstown House and Kilcoskan House 

to the east of the project area. The grounds of Corrstown House are now within and surrounded by a golf 

course.    

2.5 Cartographic Research  

Historic maps were consulted to assess the landscape, history of building and land use within the project 

area and to clarify the site’s relationship with any upstanding or potential buried archaeological features. 

Maps consulted date from the mid-17th to the 20th century.  

The Down Survey, so called because a chain was laid down and a scale made, was taken from 1656-8 

under the direction of William Petty. The Dublin County map sheet shows the project area in the north of 

Castleknock barony (Figure 5). Coolquay, spelled ‘Quillqui’ appears on the Castleknock barony map 
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within Killshoghan (Killsallaghan) parish. The parish scale map for Killshoghan parish shows Coolquay, here 

spelled ‘Quiollqui’, with ‘Phill Hore Jr prop’ and ‘Arr Pas’ denoting arable pasture (Figure 6). The townland 

to the east is labelled ‘Comons of Grenog belonging to this parish’. 

The cartographer John Rocque produced maps of Dublin in the 1760s, including of County Dublin titled 

‘An actual survey of the County of Dublin’ published in 1760. The northwest Dublin map sheet covers the 

project area (Figure 7). This shows Coolquay labelled ‘Culcoy’ situated between the two tributaries or 

upper reaches of the Ward River. Other place names in the vicinity include ‘Corst.’ (Corrstown), ‘Kilcorker’ 

(Kilcoscan House) and ‘Cullytrath’ (Coolatrath), where a designed garden/landscape is shown. The 

townland adjacent to the north of Coolquay is labelled ‘Commons of Kilshoghan’. The landscape is 

shown as a series of square shaped fields with some trackways depicted, including one running east/west 

which may be a precursor to what is now the R130.   

A more accurately surveyed map of County Dublin was produced in the early 19th century. John Taylor’s 

‘Map of the environs of Dublin, extending 10 to 14 miles from the castle’, published in 1816, gives a 

detailed view of the project area and surroundings (Figure 8). Though quite high scale, this map shows 

several local topographic details including Dunmucky fort, on the Meath border and in ‘Coolquay’ as is 

it is spelled, is a forested area with a square shaped patch of land surrounded by buildings. To the north 

is a dotted area labelled ‘Commons of Coolquay’ with several buildings shown. Roadways shown on the 

map includes one that may be the local road running south of what is now the R130.  

Detailed, low scale maps of Coolquay were produced from the second quarter of the 19th century: The 

First Edition 6” map (sheet DN011), published in 1843 after surveys in 1836, and the Third Edition 25” map 

(sheet DN011-09), published in 1908 after surveys in 1906. These maps were georeferenced, and the 

project area was added.  
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Figure 5  Detail of ‘Quilquin’ on the Down Survey map of County Dublin (1658) 

 

Figure 6  Detail of ‘Quiollqui’ in Killshoghan parish Down Survey map (1658)  
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Figure 7  ‘Culcoy’ and surroundings on Rocque’s map (1760)(rotated N) 

 

Figure 8  ‘Coolquay’ and ‘Commons of Coolquay’ and surroundings on Taylor’s map (1816)  
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Figure 9  ‘Coolquoy and Coolquoy Common’ 1843 First Edition OS 6” map of subject site 

 

Figure 10  ‘Coolquoy Common’ 1910 3rd Edition OS 25” map pf subject site 
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The 1843 First Edition map shows the project area spans a series of rectangular fields, generally 

northwest/southeast aligned. Townland boundaries are shown as red lines, and the project area crosses 

these at three locations. The Fleenstown Great stream is shown as a grey line that runs through the centre 

of Coolquoy Common. The road which would become the R130 was already in place, as was the local 

road that runs south from the R130 to link with the R121. There are sparse buildings shown within the area. 

At the R130/R135 junction is labelled ‘Police Station & Petty Sessions Ho[use]’; a small number of small 

buildings are on either side of the R135, and there is one building, within its own plot of land along the 

townland boundary between Coolquoy Common and Coolatrath East. In Coolquoy townland, on the 

east side of the R135 to the south of the Police Station, is a square shaped arrangement of larger buildings 

which resemble a farmstead and on the west side of the R135 a triangular shaped wooded area. Close 

to the junction of Coolquoy, Coolquoy Common and Coolatrath East townlands is a small, isolated 

building along the local road and opposite is a shaded area which may be a pond or enlarged ditch. 

Apart from the vernacular buildings and features described, there are no indications of any potential 

archaeological features shown on this map within the project area.   

The 1908 Third edition 25” map shows the area in more detail. Little change is evident in the configuration 

of fields or buildings, though there are fewer buildings along the R130 road alignment in the later map. 

Slight changes can be seen in the alignment of townland boundaries: the Coolquoy Common and 

Coolatrath East townland boundary, at the point where a building is marked on the First Edition map 

which is not depicted in the later map and the plot in which it was situated has transferred to Coolatrath 

East. At the north there is another slight alteration to the boundary between Coolquoy Common and 

Kilcoskan, which is pushed south on the east side of the R130 to place the newly built Kilcoskan school 

within the townland of the same name. There are now two named public buildings beside the project 

area: The Police Station is here labelled ‘Constabulary Barrack’ and a new building at the north of the 

area, ‘Kilcoskan School’ now stands on the east side of the R130. The farmstead complex in Coolquay 

has been slightly expanded.  

2.5.1 Aerial Photography 

Aerial and satellite imagery was reviewed including ortho images dating from 1995-2005 and images on 

the Bing and Google Earth platforms dating back to 2008. The review of aerial images paid particular 

attention to whether there was any evidence of ground disturbance within the project area and whether 

any potential archaeological features could be distinguished.  

The review of aerial imagery confirmed that most of the area consists of arable fields bounded by 

hedgerows. Analysis of several aerial photograph captured in different lighting conditions, seasons and 

with different ground cover did not identify any cropmarks or anomalies that would indicate the potential 

presence of archaeological features.  

2.6 Toponym Analysis 

Townland names are a rich source of information for the land use, history, archaeology, and folklore of 

an area. The place name can have a variety of language origins such as, Irish, Viking, Anglo-Norman 

and English. The names can provide information on families, topographical features, and historical 

incidents. In terms of the built environment many names reference churches, fords, castles, raths, 
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graveyards, roads and passes etc. In compiling the following data, resources consulted include the 

Placenames Database of Ireland www.logainm.ie and Irish Names of Places by (Joyce 1913). 

The project area crosses four townlands: Coolquoy, Coolquoy Common, Coolatrath East and Kilcoskan. 

Translations of the Irish toponyms of these townlands are given below, in Table 4.  

Most of the study area is within Coolquoy Common; a section at the south extends into Coolquoy; a 

section at the southeast extends east into Coolatrath East; and a section at the northwest extends north 

into Kilcoskan.  

The project area crosses or runs along townland boundaries at five locations. Part of the eastern edge of 

the project area runs along the townland boundary between Coolquoy Common and Coolatrath East 

(for a distance of approximately 300m); part of the northern edge of the project crosses the townland 

boundary between Coolquoy Common and Kilcoskan; the southern edge of the project area is near, 

but not intersecting the boundary between Coolquoy Common and Coolquoy townlands.  

The name Coolquoy has been transliterated as ‘Cul Caedha’ and translated as ‘back of the quaw or 

quagmire’. According to Joyce in his discussion of ‘quagmires and watery places’ (1893: 396-397), the 

word ‘caedh [quay, kay] signifies a quagmire or marsh – occasionally a wet natural trench; and though 

not in very common use, it occurs in each of the four provinces’. Using Coolquoy as an example, Joyce 

writes ‘In Dublin it forms part of the name Coolquoy, west of Swords, the back (cul) of the quagmire’.  

Table 4  Townland toponyms 

Townland Name Irish Version, genitive Translation/glossary, explanatory note 

Coolquoy Common Choimín Chúil Chaoith 

‘cúil’ - corner, nook 

‘coimín’ - commonage, common land; little 

hollow, glen 

Coolquoy Chúil Chaoith ‘cúil’ - corner, nook 

Coolatrath East Chúil an tSratha Thoir 

‘cúil’ - corner, nook  

‘srath’ (also: sraith) - holm, river-meadow, 

valley-bottom 

Kilcoskan Chill Choscáin 

‘cill’ - church 

The townland name may use the word ‘coil’ 

rather than ‘cill’, and so Coill Coscáin may be 

translated as 'Coscan's wood' 

2.7 Fieldwork 

The project area was inspected on 29 January 2020 by William Anderson (Moore Group). Weather 

conditions were generally overcast and drizzly with fairly poor visibility. The extent of the area was first 

viewed from roadsides before the accessible fields were walked, starting with the fields at the west of the 

area and moving east. The larger fields to the southeast of the R130 were numbered and each was 

assessed individually. Historical buildings within and adjacent to the area, identified from historic maps 

and other sources, were inspected and their status and condition appraised. Recorded archaeological 
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monuments and architectural sites in the surroundings of the project area were visited and their visibility 

from and to the area assessed.  

The large fields to the south of the area were all surveyed on foot. The westernmost field (Field 1) was 

observed from the roads to the north and east. This field is bounded to the west by the R135, to the 

northwest by the R130 and a commercial property (Chez Emily) and to the northeast by a local road. The 

field is flat, and grass covered with no notable features; the field is bounded by an embanked hedgerow 

that runs along the local road to the northeast.  

To the north, Field 2 is a large, east/west aligned open field which at the time of survey was harvested 

and unplanted; the field was accessed through a farm gate and walked from west to east where it is 

bounded by a deep ditch which forms the townland boundary between Coolquoy Common and 

Coolatrath East. The field is flat and has plentiful late historic and recent material on the surface including 

ceramics, bottle glass and plastic. A simple concrete slab bridge with culvert crosses this ditch and 

provides access to Fields 3 and 4 at the southwest of the project area. The ground rises slightly in the 

middle of Field 3, and there are extensive views to the southeast, where Dublin Airport’s new control 

tower is visible in the distance.  

Fleenstown Great stream flows southeast along the north of Field 2 and forms the northern edge of Fields 

3 and 4. The stream is bounded by an artificially built up, embanked hedgerow. On the northern side of 

the stream, seen from the northeast corner of Field 2, is the location of a former building, as shown on the 

First Edition. The location of this building, which is just outside the project area, is slightly mounded.  

Fields to the north were accessed along from the centre-north of Field 2. West of here is a grass covered 

field (Field 5), which backs on to a series of houses that face on to the R130. To the east, Fields 6 and 7 

are square shaped plots which are flat and recently harvested arable land; a very gentle slope falls north 

to south in Field 6, towards the stream. The townland boundary runs along the east of these fields and is 

demarcated by a hedgerow. Further north, the perimeter of Field 9 was walked. This field is also recently 

harvested and with good ground visibility. At its eastern side if a hedge which separates it from Field 8, a 

grassy area beside a modern house. The north of Field 9 is formed by an embanked hedgerow along 

Corrstown Lane (L7205) and the west faces directly on to the R130. Quite plentiful historic and modern 

ceramics and glass was present in Field 9, and at its eastern side, a single piece of flint that may be 

identified as a flaked lithic artefact was noticed.  

The remaining, smaller fields within the project area were viewed from the road. These mostly consist of 

pasture, such as the northernmost field east of the R130 and the field beside Kilcoskan National School. 

Also observed from the roadway was the townland boundary running along the north of the project 

area, between Coolquoy Common and Kilcoskan. To the east of the R130 this is formed by the south side 

of a grassy field and is a hedgerow; west of the R130 this is a wall along a driveway into commercial 

premises (FIG).  

The length of the project area along the R130 was walked to observe fields to the west and to inspect 

historic buildings within and at the edge of the area. At the northern point, just outside the project area, 

is the former Kilcoskan School, which is now a private residence. The original (early 20th century) building 

is still in place but has been altered with an extension to the east. South of here, on the west side of the 
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road, is a square concrete basin with metal fitting in the centre, which appears to be the location of a 

former water pump, though this is not depicted on any of the reviewed historical maps.  

Further to the south, modern buildings are set back to the east of the road, while some older buildings 

are on the west side of the roadway. These include Kilcoskan National School, which a plaque indicates 

was built in 1943. South of here, a small cottage on the west side of the road is not shown on the 1843 First 

Edition map but does appear on the 1908 map; behind this and outside the project area is another, 

thatched cottage, which does feature on the 1843 map.  

South of here the project area crosses a small section of arable fields west of the R130, up to the location 

of Fleenstown Great stream which is culverted below the road. The southwest edge of the project area 

is built up with car parks and residential and commercial premises. At the junction of the R130 and R135 

stands the building marked on historic maps as ‘Police Station and Petty Sessions House’ (1943), 

‘Constabulary Barrack’ (1908) and ‘Ward Post Office’ (1941), which has a sign ‘May’s Stores’ but is now 

disused and derelict. On the building’s southern side is a letter box and attached to the wall a pressure 

gauge.  

 

Figure 11  Subject with fields east of the R130 numbered 
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Plate 1  West-facing view of Field 1 

 

Plate 2  Northwest-facing view along embanked hedge east of Field 1 
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Plate 3  Farm gate providing access to the southwest of Field 2  

 

Plate 4  West-facing view over Field 2 
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Plate 5  North-facing view along ditch forming Coolquoy Common-Coolatrath East townland boundary 

 

Plate 6  Bridge at east of Field 2, facing east into Field 3 
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Plate 7  West-facing view over slightly elevated centre of Field 3 

 

Plate 8  East-facing view along Fleenstown Great stream in Field 3-4 
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Plate 9  South-facing view of Field 5 from the south of Field 9 

 

Plate 10  Concrete bridge over Fleenstown Great stream 
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Plate 11  East-facing view over Field 6 

 

Plate 12  Northeast-facing view over Field 8 
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Plate 13  East-facing view over Field 9  

 

Plate 14  Field at the northeast of the project area 
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Plate 15  Field beside Kilcoskan National School  

 

Plate 16  Driveway along the townland boundary between Coolquoy Common and Kilcoskan 
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Plate 17  South-facing view along the R130 with former Kilcoskan schoolhouse on the left 

 

Plate 18  Possible former water pump on the west side of R130 
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Plate 19  Former police station, constabulary barrack, and post office at the R130/R135 junction  

Recorded archaeological and architectural sites in the surroundings of the project area were visited to 

assess the potential indirect impact of the development on these places.  

The nearest archaeological monument to the project area, Dunmucky Fort (DU011-008), is on land 

previously intended as the site of a prison, at Thornton Hall, and is not accessible. The next nearest site, 

an enclosure (ME051-014), is on private farmland and not accessible. Neither of these sites is likely to be 

visible from the proposed development as they are shielded by other developments and/or vegetation.  

Kilsallaghan village, to the northeast of the project area, was visited to observe its topographic position 

in relation to the proposed development and to view the monuments which are the most prominent in 

the project area’s surroundings. Kilsallaghan Church (DU011-011001) with graveyard (DU011-011002) and 

ecclesiastical enclosure (DU011-011003) sits beside the road that runs through the village. It is a 19th 

century building at the supposed location of the medieval church; there are footings that may belong 

to the earlier church in the graveyard as well as 18th-century gravestones that pre-date the currently 

standing building. Kilsallaghan Castle (DU011-011004) is in the garden of a private residence, and it 

survives as a low ruin. Neither of these sites, or others recorded at Kilsallaghan including the 17th-century 

battlefield, are visible from the project area, as they are some distance and on ground which is at an 

equivalent or lower elevation.  

Corrstown House (RPS 643) is a late 18th or early 19th century house which is now located within grounds 

of Corrstown Golf Club and has been converted into apartments. The project area is not visible from the 

house or its immediate grounds as it is shielded by natural undulations in the topography and landscaping 

associated with the golf course.  
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The assessment of previously recorded monuments and architectural sites found that the development 

will have no or negligible impact on the setting of these places. The walkover of the project area found 

there is potential for the development to impact unrecorded archaeological features, as well as 

unrecorded vernacular heritage features.  

 

Plate 20  Kilsallaghan Church (DU011-011001) 

 

Plate 21  Kilsallaghan Castle (DU011-011001) 
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Plate 22  Corrstown House (RPS 643) 

 

Plate 23  View towards the project area from Corrstown House 
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2.8 Conclusion  

The cultural heritage assessment for the proposed Coolquay strategic housing development found that 

there is potential for the development to impact previously unrecorded archaeological monuments.  

Coolquay is situated to the southeast of Kilsallaghan which was an early medieval foundation associated 

with the Welsh Church, explaining the church’s dedication to St David. After the Anglo-Norman invasion 

the church was granted to the Abbey of St Thomas the Martyr and Kilsallaghan parish was leased to 

Norman nobles. Kilsallaghan was the location of a major battle of the Cromwellian War in 1642. Historical 

documents and maps from the 17th century onwards show that Coolquay was an agricultural area of 

arable farming with a small population.  

There are no recorded archaeological monuments within the project area, and few located in the 

immediate surroundings. The nearest is Dunmucky Fort (DU011-008), a ringfort-rath, located 440m west of 

the northern part of the project area, though it is not visible from the area. The nearest recorded 

architectural site is Corrstown House, though this is also not visible from the area. Vernacular buildings 

within and beside the project area include the former police station and post office at the junction of 

the R130 and R135 and the former Kilcoskan schoolhouse, just outside the northern edge of the area.   

A preliminary assessment completed by Moore Group recommended that geophysical survey of the 

subject site be carried out. Geophysical survey was completed by Target Geophysics in April 2021. The 

results suggest ‘that few features of archaeological significance are contained within the site boundary. 

No definitive responses of archaeological character have been recorded. In general, the results from 

M1-M7 highlight an abundance of modern ferrous debris throughout each survey location, with 

responses from former cultivation and former field boundaries also evident. Responses of potential 

interest have, however, been identified in the eastern/south-eastern portion of the site, in M7. These 

comprise of 1 rectangular pattern of small-scale positives and adjacent linear/rectilinear trends to the 

NE, and several poorly defined linears/trends to the SE. The magnetic signature of these responses is 

extremely limited and their precise origin, therefore, remains unclear. It is suggested that these anomalies 

be targeted for further invasive examination by archaeological testing to determine their exact origin.’ 

Walkover survey of the fields which extend to the east of the R130 (William Anderson, Moore Group) 

found no distinguishable archaeological features, and none were visible from the review of aerial 

photography. Historical and modern artefacts are spread across the fields, perhaps because of 

manuring. One possible lithic (flint) artefact was found in the northeast of the project area. There is 

currently little evidence to assess the potential for previously unrecorded archaeological features or sites 

in these fields; further assessment using test excavations will be needed to determine this with more 

certainty.  

2.9 Potential Direct Impacts  

Direct negative impacts may occur where sites of archaeological, architectural, and cultural heritage 

significance are located within the footprint of the proposed development, which would potentially be 

impacted upon by ground disturbances. 

In relation to the proposed development, direct, physical impacts on the archaeological, architectural, 

and cultural heritage can manifest themselves in the following ways: 
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• Where an archaeological, architectural, or cultural heritage site, structure, monument or feature 

is located within an area where works takes place and the works either intentionally or 

unintentionally entail the alteration or removal of all or part of the site, structure, monument or 

feature a direct, physical impact will occur. 

• Direct, physical impacts can also occur in gaining access to the site.  Where archaeological, 

architectural, or cultural heritage sites, structures, monuments, or features are intentionally or 

unintentionally removed or altered when transporting and/or facilitating access for machinery, 

equipment and/or materials to or from site a direct physical impact will occur; and 

• There is the potential for direct, physical impacts on previously unrecorded archaeological and 

architectural sites, structures, monuments, or features. 

If these impacts cannot be remediated, for example if archaeological deposits are destroyed during 

excavations, then the impacts will be permanent. 

2.9.1 Potential direct Impacts on Recorded Archaeological Monuments 

There are no recorded monuments within the project area. Therefore, there is no potential for the 

development to impact recorded archaeological monuments.  

2.9.2 Potential direct Impacts on unrecorded Archaeological Monuments 

The archaeological potential of the project area is judged moderate, based on the presence of 

archaeological features dating to the Neolithic, Late Bronze Age, Early Medieval and Late Medieval 

period which have been recorded and excavated in the surrounding area and the results of geophysical 

survey. Though no specific archaeological features were identified from the review of historical maps, 

aerial photographs and the site inspection, the potential for archaeological features and deposits to 

survive is strengthened by the continued agricultural use of the land into the present day. Therefore, there 

is moderate potential for the development to directly impact unrecorded archaeological monuments.  

2.9.3 Potential direct Impacts Architectural Sites 

There are no sites of architectural significance (RPS or NIAH listed) within the project area. Therefore, there 

is no potential for the development to directly impact recorded architectural sites. However, there are 

vernacular buildings within the area, including the former police station, barrack, and post office at the 

corner of the R130 and R135. Although it has no heritage listing, this building has been a civic feature in 

Coolquay since the first half of the 19th century and it has vernacular heritage value.  

2.9.4 ‘Do Nothing scenario’  

In this instance, there would be no impact on any potential unrecorded sub surface deposits.  

2.9.5 ‘Worst Case’ scenario’  

In this case, construction work could potentially negatively impact previously unknown sites resulting in 

the loss or damage of archaeological artefacts and features. 
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2.10 Potential Impacts on setting 

Impacts on setting are primarily visual and examine the effect of the development upon the setting of a 

site within the wider landscape. Visual impacts can be reduced with sensitive site development and 

screening. The impact of the development is usually proportional to the extent to which that 

development is visible to and from the extant recorded monuments and features.  

2.10.1 Archaeology Sites  

The closest archaeological site to the project area is Dunmucky Fort (DU011-008), which is located 440m 

from the project area at its nearest point. This and other upstanding monuments in the wider area, are 

shielded from the project area by numerous hedgerows. Therefore, it is judged that there is low likelihood 

of an impact on the setting of archaeological sites by the development.  

2.10.2 Architectural Sites  

No recorded architectural sites or sites of architectural significance are visible from the project area at 

ground level. Therefore, there will be no impact on the setting of architectural sites by the development. 

3 Mitigation Measures and Residual Impacts 

Recommended mitigation measures for cultural heritage can include archaeological testing, 

architectural recording, archaeological monitoring and, if necessary, archaeological excavation and 

preservation of features in situ.  

The above review of information on recent land use in the project area, including aerial photography, 

geophysical survey, and previous archaeological reports, found that there is moderate potential for 

previously unrecorded archaeological features or monuments to be present within the project area. 

Further information will be needed to determine the presence of unrecorded archaeological features or 

sites within the project area which may be impacted by the proposed development. Therefore, it is 

recommended that a programme of archaeological testing, and targeted testing of geophysical 

anomalies be carried out by suitably qualified archaeologists under licence from the National 

Monuments Service of the DHLGH. The results of the testing will inform any further mitigation measures, 

which may include preservation in situ, excavation and/or archaeological monitoring of topsoil removal 

across the site.  

In the event of the discovery of archaeological finds or remains the relevant authorities should be notified 

immediately, and allowance be made for full archaeological recording. The current policy of the Minister 

of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht is that preservation in situ of archaeological sites is the preferred 

option. Where preservation in situ cannot be achieved, then a programme of full archaeological 

excavation will be implemented of the portion of the site directly affected in consultation with the 

National Monuments Service of the DHLGH. 

If the above recommendations are fully implemented the residual impacts of the proposed development 

on the local archaeological resource would be negligible. 
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4.2 Electronic Sources  
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5 Conventions, Directives and Legislation 

Ireland has ratified several European and international conventions in relation to the protection of its 

cultural heritage. This section summarises Ireland’s obligations as a signatory to a number of International 

and European conventions relating to the protection and conservation of cultural heritage sites. Also 

included is a synopsis of existing national legislation governing the care and protection of our cultural 

heritage resources. 

5.1.1 ICOMOS Xi’an Declaration, 2005 

Ireland is a signatory to an international declaration sponsored by International Council on Monuments 

and Sites (ICOMOS), the Xi’an Declaration on the Conservation of the Setting of Heritage Structures, Sites 

and Areas, 2005, that endeavours to ensure the safeguard and conservation of the World’s cultural 

heritage as part of its sustainable and human development.   

5.1.2 EIA Directive 85/337/EEC as amended 

To assist planning and other consent authorities in deciding if significant effects on the environment are 

likely to arise in the case of development below the national mandatory EIS thresholds, the Minister for 

the Environment, Heritage and Local Government published a Guidance document in August 2003. 
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5.1.3 The European Landscape Convention 2000 

In 2002 Ireland ratified the European Landscape Convention - also known as the Florence Convention, 

which promotes the protection, management and planning of European landscapes and organises 

European co-operation on landscape issues. It is the first international treaty to be exclusively concerned 

with all dimensions of European landscape.  

5.1.4 Valletta Convention, 1997 

In 1997 the Republic of Ireland ratified the Council of Europe, European Convention on the Protection of 

the Archaeological Heritage (the ‘Valletta Convention’). Obligations under the Convention include: 

provision for statutory protection measures, including the maintenance of an inventory of the 

archaeological heritage and the designation of protected monuments and areas. 

5.1.5 Granada Convention, 1997 

Under the European Convention on the Protection of the Architectural Heritage (Granada Convention), 

1997, the Republic of Ireland is obliged to maintain inventories of architectural heritage, to protect the 

architectural heritage and adopt conservation policies as integrated planning objectives. 

5.1.6 UNESCO World Heritage Convention, 1972 

This Convention provides for the identification, conservation, and preservation of cultural and natural 

sites of outstanding universal value for inclusion in a world heritage list. The World Heritage status is a non-

statutory designation, and no additional statutory controls result from this designation. However, the 

impact of proposed development upon a World Heritage Site will be a key material consideration in 

determining planning applications. 

5.2 Legislation 

5.2.1 The Planning and Development (Strategic Infrastructure) Act 2006 

The Planning and Development (Strategic Infrastructure) Act 2006 ensures the protection of the 

archaeological heritage resource by requiring that all applications under this Act are accompanied by 

an EIS including information on material assets, including the architectural and archaeological heritage, 

and the cultural heritage.  

5.2.2 The National Monuments Act 1930 to 2004 

Irish legislation for the protection of archaeological heritage is based on the National Monuments Acts 

1930 and amendments of 1954, 1987, 1994 and 2004. These acts are the principal statutes governing the 

care of monuments in the Irish Republic. They provide for the protection of national monuments through 

the use of preservation orders. The overall state archaeological service is provided by the Department of 

Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH) and delivered through the Planning and Heritage 

Section of the DHLGH and the National Museum of Ireland (Irish Antiquities Division) on behalf of the 

Minister. 
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Monuments are protected under the National Monuments Acts in several ways: 

• National Monuments in the ownership or guardianship of the Minister or a local authority. 

• National Monuments, which are subject to a preservation order. 

• Historic monuments or archaeological areas recorded in the Register of Historic Monuments; and 

• Monuments recorded in the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP).  

5.2.3 The Planning and Development Act 2000 

Under arrangements which came into operation on 1 January 2000 (The Planning and Development Act 

2000), the system of listing buildings was replaced with strengthened procedures for the preservation of 

protected structures and structures in architectural conservation areas (ACA).  

5.2.4 The Architectural Heritage and Historic Properties Act, 1999 

This Act provides for the establishment of a national inventory of architectural heritage which forms the 

basis for recommendation from the Minister to local authorities of sites for inclusion in the local authorities 

Record of Protected Structures 

5.3 Other Policy Contexts and Guidelines 

5.3.1 The Archaeological Survey Database (ASD) 

The ASD is maintained by the National Monuments Service of the DoCHG and contains the most up to 

date information on archaeological monuments within the State. The site is regularly updated with new 

sites as they come to light and has increasing volumes of information about individual sites. 

5.3.2 The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) 

NIAH data is available to be viewed and / or download from the www.buildingsofireland.ie website. The 

website contains detailed notes and photographs of all structures included in the recommendations 

made by the Minister to the relevant local authorities. 

5.3.3 The Framework and Principles for the Protection of the Archaeological 

Heritage guidelines, 1999 

This document sets out the basic principles of national policy on the protection of the archaeological 

heritage. A key principle set out in these guidelines is that there should always be a presumption in favour 

of avoidance of developmental impacts on the archaeological heritage and preservation in-situ of 

archaeological sites and monuments must be presumed to be the preferred option. 

5.3.4 Fingal County Council Development Plan 2017-2023 

The relevant policies and objectives for archaeological, architectural and heritage management for 

Fingal County Council are outlined in Chapter 10 of the Development Plan (‘Cultural Heritage’). Relevant 

policies relating to archaeology are detailed above, in section 1.4. 


